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Flu vaccine shortages
reported around city
Some New York City pharmacies and clinics are reporting flu vaccine shortages
prompted by reports of widespread outbreaks.
The city’s Health Department said yesterday the shortages are in individual locations,
and don’t reflect a larger supply problem.

NYPD: Photo shows
gunman in livery cab
The NYPD has released a
photo clearly showing a suspect aiming a gun from the
backseat of a livery cab.
The driver was shot three
times around 5 a.m. Sunday in
the Bronx. He was listed in stable condition at a hospital.
The photo shows the gunman
wearing a hoodie and pointing
the gun at the driver’s seat.
It occurred at White Plains
Road and Lafayette Avenue.
Police say the suspect entered the cab, showed the gun
and demanded money. He then
fired three shots at the driver.
The victim was identified by
his brother as Raphael Martinez.
Compiled with wire services
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aby-faced 16-year-old
Eric Kurn climbed onto
the comedy club stage,
gave the packed room a
look of wide-eyed cluelessness and launched into
his deadpan bit: “I think it’s
time I had a girlfriend . . .
N> There’s just one little
problem. None of the girls I
know think it’s time I had a
girlfriend.”
“Even some of the girls I
don’t know yet agree with
that,” the redhead went on
like a teenage Rodney Dangerfield, to cascades of laughter.
With the afternoon crowd
of 300 won over, Kurn coastA5
ed through his act, touching
on the art of adolescent lying
and lamenting that parents
can use technology to check
homework and grades online.
That’s the way it goes with
“Kids ’N Comedy,” a nearly
17-year-old laugh train that
gives some budding class
clowns, ages 9 to 18, a chance
to learn the nuances of comedy without facing a trip to
the principal’s office.
Nine-week classes and
two-week summer camps
give children some basic
training in comedy club
work before a final exam of

Val Bodurtha chastises teens’ political views in her shtick.
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Zach Rosenfeld, 14, started
stand-up when he was 9.
sorts — a performance before a paying audience of
strangers.
The classes originated
with Jo Ann Grossman, a
Manhattan woman with no
training in comedy, and her
husband, Stu, who teaches
some of the classes. In staging the comedy acts, starting
out in 1996, they quickly realized they had to impose lim-

its on kids and their unfiltered funny thoughts. “We
wanted it to be clean,” Grossman said.
That ground rule wasn’t
the hard part for 14-year-old
Zach Rosenfeld, who recalled his first class when he
was 9 and the sheer terror of
trying, and perhaps failing,
to be funny.
“I was very nervous,” he
said. “But after sitting
through a couple of those
classes, I started to open up
more and more . . . The
class teaches you to calm
down and not be so scared.”
Class participants were
told to write down funny
things in their lives, and refine some of those thoughts
into an act.
Rosenfeld says he sat nervously before he went on
stage that first time, tapping
his foot and trying to remember his lines, only to get before the crowd and forget
most of them.
“I could get away with it
because I was cute. I was 9,”
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After 10 years as The New
School president in Manhattan
and a failed bid to return to the
U.S. Senate, Bob Kerrey is
going back to higher education.
Kerrey has taken a job as executive chairman of the fundraising arm of a startup called
The Minerva Project.
The online university bills itself as more rigorous than Ivy
League schools, with the ability
to admit vastly more students
for about half the cost of an Ivy
League education. The school
plans to begin classes in 2015.
Kerrey, as president emeritus, still gets $400,000 to
$600,000 a year from The New
School, according to The
Chronicle of Higher Education.
The former Nebraska governor and two-term U.S. senator
says his new job will be based
in San Francisco but will be
part time.
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he said. “I was blacking out
with part of the routine. I just
started talking to the audience, ‘I like this table.’ They
were laughing.”
When he walked offstage,
he said, he knew he would perform again. And he has.
Most recently, Rosenfeld
did his act at the Kids ’N Comedy holiday show at the Gotham Comedy Club, dubbed the
“Christmakwanzukah” show.
He wasn’t alone.
Val Bodurtha, 16, pulled out
a banjo, singing a song chastising classmates who tout
views on social issues and politics. She sang: “You should really learn your facts before
you begin to speak” and “stop
posting pictures of your
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meals and gratuitous shots of
you.” At one point, she said
“fricking,” the show’s closest
brush with profanity.
The sold-out show — the
first at Gotham in the history
of Kids ’N Comedy — was a
milestone for Grossman and a
credit to the classes, which
cost $595, and comedy summer camps, which cost $1,045.
Grossman said professionalism results from hard work.
“We try to motivate them
to write all the time,” she said.
“If you want to keep it fresh,
you have to keep on writing.”
“To see these kids, they’re
funny, they’re really funny,”
Grossman said.
“Nobody’s doing knockknock jokes.”

Some old nautical-styled
items are going to be incorporated into the modern pedestrian-friendly Times Square
to beef up security at a place
once targeted for a terrorist
attack.
City officials will be putting
out bids soon for the installation of decorative and sturdy
bollards, steel posts embedded
into the ground, to stop vehicles from crashing — either by
accident or on purpose — into
the pedestrian mall at the
“Crossroads of the World.”
Bollards, originally used on
ships and docks as mooring
posts to secure lines, started
popping up around the city
after the first World Trade
Center attack in 1993 as a way
of keeping car bombs away
from municipal buildings.
They ring areas around City
Hall, the federal court houses
and key intersections. They
are still used at docks.
When the pedestrian mall
areas on the streets of Times
Square were first set up, police installed concrete plant
holders as temporary impediments to vehicles, said NYPD

Bollards are already in use by Centre Street’s public buildings.
spokesman Paul Browne.
“We think and agree with
design people that this can be
done in an effective and more
aesthetically pleasing way,”
he said.
The plan envisioned by the
city Department of Design
and Construction is to place
the bollards at the edges of
the pedestrian zones in the
Times Square area at the
cross streets to block vehicles. Planners also want lowlying granite security walls
that will double as bench seating areas along Seventh Avenue. Bids are being solicited
for supplying the items, said
a design department spokesman.
“What will emerge will be
done in a thoughtful and comprehensive way to protect

against both vehicular accidents as well as use of vehicles in a purposeful way,”
Browne said.
He was referring to vehicle
bomb attacks like the one contemplated by Faisal Shahzad in
May 2010. Shazad, an American citizen from Pakistan,
drove a Nissan Pathfinder
west on 45th Street adjacent to
the pedestrian mall with the intention of setting off a crude
explosive device. The vehicle,
packed with 250 pounds of
urea-based fertilizer, smoldered but didn’t explode. Police later disarmed it. Shahzad
was arrested and pleaded
guilty to terrorism. He was sentenced to life in prison. He admitted he wanted to maximize
his attack’s effect by choosing
Times Square as a target.

CITY STARTS BULLDOZING S.I. HOMES
The Associated Press

Raymond Weiler’s childhood home was ravaged twice:
first by superstorm Sandy
three months ago, and then by
a city bulldozer yesterday.
Weiler hugged his sister as
the machine tore into the
house where their mother,
Veronica Weiler, reared
them and four other siblings
in the Ocean Breeze section
of Staten Island.
The tight-knit community,
made up mostly of winterized
bungalows just steps from the
beach, was the first of what
will be many stops for city
demolition crews finishing
the work that Sandy started.
The area was deluged with 12

to 14 feet of water during the
Oct. 29 storm, and two people
in the neighborhood died.
Weiler said his 86-year-old
mother has temporarily relocated to Texas. He told her
Sunday that her home of
more than five decades was
coming down. “She’s pretty
broken up about it,” he said.
“I’m glad she’s not here for it.
A few steps away, the tiny
home of 85-year-old James
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Rossi is also slated for demolition. Rossi was one of 23 Staten Island residents who died
in the storm, more than half
the citywide total of 43.
The houses aren’t the first
razed in the 11 weeks since
Sandy. A handful of property
owners called in bulldozers
on their own to remove shattered remains.
But the first city-facilitated
demolitions started yesterday.
Other homes in the adjacent
Midland Beach area are also
on the list to be demolished.
No city demolitions have
started in the Rockaways section of Queens or in Brooklyn,
according to the mayor’s office, but they are expected
there as well.
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Radical Muslim cleric Mostafa Kamel Mostafa, facing terrorism charges in New York,
still doesn’t have promised
prosthetic devices to allow him
to care for himself in jail and
has been placed under special
security restrictions, his lawyers said after a federal court
hearing yesterday.
Mostafa, 54, who has lost
both hands and an eye, was extradited last summer from Britain. He has hooks in his cell,
but isn’t allowed to take them
when he showers, lacks the assistance he had while imprisoned in Britain, and doesn’t
have access to a voice-activated computer to review evidence in the case against him.
Lawyer Lindsay Lewis said
better prosthetics that would
help with hygiene and eating
have been held up by Bureau of
Prisons bureaucratic issues,
and Mostafa’s life in jail was
complicated further last week
by the imposition of special administrative measures limiting
his phone calls and access to
lawyers.
“It’s very difficult for him,”
she said.
Mostafa, also known as Abu
Hamza al-Masri, whose fiery sermons at the Finsbury Park
mosque in London were a rallying point for Islamic radicals, is
charged with starting a terrorist
training camp in Oregon, supporting attacks on U.S. troops in
Afghanistan, and masterminding
a kidnapping of tourists in
Yemen. He has pleaded not
guilty. His trial is set for August.
U.S. District Judge Katherine
Forrest, at yesterday’s hearing,
refused to delay the trial. But
she said she would consider
steps to make sure Mostafa
gets his legal rights to assist in
the defense while he is in the
Metropolitan Correctional Center in Manhattan.

The city is maintaining an online map to help residents find
flu vaccines.
City Health and Hospitals
Corp. facilities, including its
clinics, have no shortages.
Every county in the state has
significant incidence of the flu.
It reflects the worst nationwide
outbreak in four years. The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said 47
states are reporting widespread outbreaks, and the flu
season is earlier and busier
than in recent years.
CDC suggested that flu season will peak early. It usually
lasts through March.
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